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Trying to Smart “in-up” and Cleanup our act: 
Tracking brownfields redevelopment 
outcomes using Ontario’s RSCs



Study 1 Highlights: Ontario Records of Site Conditi on (Oct. 2004 to 2015)

Ontario

RSCs filed 4,524
Hectares addressed 23,689



• Site Assessment & Remediation
• Phase I ESA = 24% of RSCs 
• Phase I and II ESA (generic) = 69% 
• Phase I and II ESA risk assessment 7%

• Five most common contaminants (2011-15)
• Petroleum hydro-carbons (476 RSCs) 
• Metals (415) 
• Volatile organic compounds (365)
• Polyhydroxyalkanoates (269) 
• BTEX (benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene… 256)

• Out of 1,408 RSCs (2004-11) 96% had soil removed, 
57% soil deposited, and/or 18% soil remediated.

• Ownership (2011-15): Private (78%), Government 
(6%), No Info (10%), Other

Study 1 Highlights cont…
• Land Use Change (2004-2015)

• Value
• RSCs transacted (80%) from 2011-15 had a "total 

consideration" value of $6.7 billion ($1.5 billion/year) 
• Total land transfer taxes paid = $142 million dollars



• 995 RSCs, 2,868 acres, (0.5 median) 
• 87,000 units (mainly Residential with some 

Industrial and Commercial)
• 83,000 Residential units 

• Condo (71,079 units)
• Apartment (4,109 units)
• Townhouse (6,820 units)
• Singles (772 units)
• Semis (240 units)

• 207,550 to 222,152 residents
• $37.1 billion total assessed property value 

(2013), with $22.7 billion downtown.
• Redevelopment added almost $15 billion to 

assessed value (409 RSCs pre/post analysis)

Study 2 Redevelopment Highlights: Toronto (2004-201 1 RSCs)



• Waterloo

• 24 RSCs, 38 acres (1.59 mean)

• Redevelopment of 29 properties (143 acres): 
Residential (31%), Retail (24%), Office (14%), 
Industrial (14%), Other (10%)

• $148 million total assessed value (2013)

Study 2 Redevelopment Highlights cont…

• Kingston

• 45 RSCs, 172 acres (3.8 acre mean)

• Redevelopment of 38 properties (254 acres): 
Residential (58%), Vacant (18%), Retail (8%), Office 
(5%), General Commercial (5%), Industrial (3%), 
Institutional (3%)

• $316 million total assessed value (2015) 
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FACILITATION STRATEGIES 2015
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More financing & funding options 12 4.0

Municipal policy changes 7 4.1

Legal instruments to transfer risks and costs 7 4.6

More consistent regulations 7 4.2

Streamline RSC process 6

Other Provincial policy changes 5

MOECC changes approach from regulator to facilitator 5

Changes to the SSRA process 4

Relaxed regulations 3 4.1

Changes to QP role 3

Changes to panel regulations 1

Lower cleanup costs 1

Study 3 Private Sector Perspective

Financial, regulatory (provincial and 
municipal), and legal mechanisms are 
highly noted and ranked.

“When a municipality comes in as a 
legitimate partner, it will make things 
happen, not just with incentives, but 
contributing to making that part of the 
city desirable, especially in smaller 
municipalities.”

“Everyone is out for themselves, 
minimizing their liability, maximizing 
their profits, you cannot do this with 
brownfield projects because they 
require coordination to be successful.”


